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/.V THE days of the late Warden Cassidy, I was

a surgical consultant to the Eastern Pcnitcn-
tinry. Düring numerous visits I became ac¬

quainted with many criminals. Most of them were

commonplace and repcllaht. A feu- of them were

intelligent and interesting. The mo.---! intelligent and
interesting of them all was the strange character
who wrote "Crooks and Their Ways." While in jail
he learned to draw very well, and during the last
year of his incarceration he made me man;i diagrams
to be used in lectures.

When he was liberated I employed him, and he
worked for 7Hc (except for a brief period) until his
death. Ho wrote fit's memoirs in lead pencil and
brought them to vie a few sheets at a time. Wc went

over the pages together, clearing up obscurities,
striking out some things, adding other Ikings, chang¬
ing many things. He was the author, and I am the
editor. When he dud he willed the MSS. to me.
Many of his talcs arc certainly true. Warden Mc-
Kcniy, of the Eastern Penitentiary, and ex-Chief of
Detectives James Donaghy hare told me so. In re¬
gard to others, I huvo no means of knowing how
accurate they may be.

"I know not what the truth may he:
I tell the talc as 'twas told to me."

Ihtnlap was well educated, understood French,read much, and leas particularly fond of history and
sociology. He was an cxccllet t conversationalist and
(i good hand at narrative. He had a sense of humor,

always keen, sometimes sardonic. He hud a curious
perverted pride in his calling and in his past achieve¬
ments. He was no hypocrite, made no pretensions of
moral regeneration, and admitted that his retirement
from burglary uns necessitated l><i advancing years
and failing health. He had the virtue of loyalty; and
even though in poverty, refused tempting offers to
become a "stool pigeon',", He was grateful to those
who helped him and trust worthy io those who trusted
him. He was generous, charitable, icarm-hcarted; a
spendthrift and on inveterate gambler. He never
thank liquor. He was a curious mixture of good and
a il. He had in him the material from which to have
luiildtd a far better life than he led.

J. CHALMERS DA COSTA.

CHAPTER I
'.Ono ("an Be But VVhui One in Horn"

-sr-^OR the ln»t thirty-five years I havo been a noras

L/ what prominent member of the fraternity of
I crooks. Thirty-five years is a long span of tho

of life, no matter what ago a man may
resch; anil to one who. like myself, hss been a rover,

these years must have contained many Stirring eventa.

Believing it potslbte that a few of the adventures that
have happened to me will prove of interest. 1 sluUl relate
them.

Before plunging Into the nariative. I wish to say a

few words regarding myself: how I started in life; liow
1 began to steal, and how 1 sot into jail, where 1
now am.

1 am, ar.,i have been for some time. In the peniten¬
tiary; end 1 am to remain here for a cOnalderable period.
Isolated from the busy, bustling Wörld, It Is but rfM>"n

eitle to suppose liiat 1 have had ample Um« to think
over my life Hiid to sum U[> the units of my career. Aa
the result of tills. can truthfully say that I do not
mean, complain, and regret the past. There are many
reasons why 1 do hot regret it. One is beoauso it would
lie useless Every act of my life came In direct oliedience
to i:fws beyond my comprehension. The attributes form¬
ing my mentality being evil, and evil haying tieen In th«

ascendant, 1 have tiedh compelled to obey; and my life
In the aggregate has been evil. 1 am n crook, and I am
not ashamed, because 1 atii a psychological enigma.

1 am a Bout) erner by birth. 1 entered Irjto lire and
was r. are." lipon a plantation situated In the lower sec¬

tion of one of the border states. This genealogical treo
of my family was planted in America by n sturdy
BweXle, iti the \en: i6d0, an.l from that day until IsOO the

broad, seres de? tended from father to son,
Jn tlie year 1Ü69^ oh tue death of my grandfather,

the old plantation was divided, ail hung sold except
about 3t»1 B res. upon which stood the house, 4>ulldlngfl
and quarters. This became the property of my brother.
¦Jid upon his death it passed to his son, who still re¬

tains it.
¦> I was horn On St. Valentine n day, IM». The event

was hailed w»tii J..>. because I was tlie first grandchild
thst had appeared In tlie course of many years, and also
because my mother was deeply loved by my grandfather
and grandmother. My mother was a full-blooded Irlah
woman and a devout Roman Catholic; she. had been
educated In u convent, and she brought up all her chil-
dien in this Catholic faith, Negroes were for some time
my only playmates. Even now ihy heart noes out to
old Mairthi) Louise, to whom I was mammy's little hoy.
My foster-brother Bill was three weeks my senior, and
when 1 i ami* he. was already Installed In the douhln
cradle. 1 lay at the head, in silk and lace, while Odd's
image carved In ebony lay at tlie foot, in plain white.
1 might be me U.> master. lie could lie only the
elsve, the there chatte] and beast of burden; but during
hit days ' Infi hey lie was as londorly cared for as was
Us white brother.

The early days of my boyhood were passed In school
work and play. war finally coached, preparatory to a
college course, and when I reached the ago of 16 y«nrs
1 was seht ramouH academy, to ho more fully pre¬
pared for college, i remained ut tlie academy for sevctal
years, was reasonably studious and was blessed with a
B ttentlve memory. Tlie academy was my ilist glimpse
of the World, and It seemed to me wonderful and rich
'.n promise.

Having lieen reared to a great extent among the
negroes and s,.easing strongly Hie southern dialect. I
km something.pif. a curiosity to the boys of the academy,
who i,se,i to i!Ke u, hear me talk and would occasionally
poke fun at mo; und it became necessary for me to fight
several t nie» In to establish my petition.

My particular friends at the academy were three
boys from South Carolina, We pulled together on all

talons, t.i d formed a Quartet of genuin« Bourbon
Democrats casi among a host of howling abolitionists.
The f., .: nl us entered manhood at about the same time.
The family I .., Ii ..f us was possessed of wealth and
»< sit Ea :: had the advantages of education,

iri and eirienl Each aimed to be a gentleman,
"voi readj to defend his honor; but how different was
the fate ' tie rn thai of the Others! TJie eldest
":!itenartt general In the army of the Con¬
federacy. He was a born fighter. His brother was acolonel In the Confederate! nrmy, and was killed while
leading jiIh regiment at stone river; The third became
ft bt gariiei general In Hie Confederacy, and fought from<»> beginn . In end of life war. He is now the
leaning |a\« )et u his native city, while I am completing
*. ""-}'< r sentence e penitentiary. They reached
t.-.e apex 01 I; grovol at the haso. \v« ailbtsi'ed rirjht, t. .t ^ failed. Every action of theirsadded istet to ... hon r of their family,' while everyact of : :ui, g lit nor ami disgrace;
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tic Confederacy was distinctly in tn< .., ',.,','.cI am' not writing ;, history of the Civil War

bo tills portion of my story shall be very brief. After
Bull Hun, 1 mop transferred to .-. cavalry regiment. In
VThloh 1 remained throughout the greater ps.it of the war.

I had be.-n married i" isrj. while on ;i furlough. I
have a Ben and also a daughter; hut a slight misunder¬
standing exists between me and the rest of my family
at the present moment, which has led them to disregard
my existence, their Ideas about moral turpitude having
been somewhat antagonistic to mine.

Shortly after my discharge from the army. I took a
long trip, accompanied by my wife, \Ve traveled throughthe west nnd down the Mississippi, and finally found
ourselves In a large city In the middle west. Here, on
tnliii.g ah account of finances, i eis. overed that my
.'leather" (wallen was nearly tenahtless. On the day
before our contemplated departure for home. I made tue
acquaintance of Major -. who was a German and
had entered the. service as a second lieutenant. He had
risen to tIi«.- rank of major, and hud been badly wounded
sni mustered out. Kor some time before our meeting ha
had been in the recruiting business, In which ho bad
made a great deal of money. At the time we met. he
had just entered anothor business of s commercialcharacter, and Was thinking of turning the recruitingoffice over to some responsible person im shares. He
invited me to dine With him and bring my wife, and »aj
delighted to find that she was a German. After a con¬
versation. 1 agreed to take the office and to give him S3
per cent of the profits.

The taking of this cilice was, In a large measure,the causa of my downfall. Through it I committed myflrat crime Recruiting was a: tills time at a low ebb.
The repeated calls for men had depleted the country.

" 'Come over and have a drink' "

und many a section found It Impossible to fill lie quota,
aven with a promise of large bounties. Hence, draftshad become necessary, when one of those drafted ildafford to pay for a substitute, he would frequently offer
a large sum; but at times, in the city of .., it was
a hard matter to procure a siitltelent number ol substi¬
tutes for thoae whose name* had been drawn from theWheel, Most of the substitutes obtained were negroesfrom the lower south. They were like children. Afterhaving reached the promised land, they had found It all
a delusion and n snare, and would gladly Lave returnedio oic massn and mlssle."

in my next chapter I tha tell the story of my firstcrime.the story Of how the pri\..s: marshal was lobbed.a.-re.F'.ed. tried by court-martial and convicted. As this
case Is one of the most remarkable of its kind ihst 1have aver met with, involving circumstantial evidence,L tiiall .-elate It In detail.

CHAPTER II
Hie Robbery of Did I'rovosl Marshal

ffl-^in1". robbery of the provost marshal at C-.for which the provost himself was court-mar¬tialed and sentenced to ten yeais In the AlbanyPenitentiary, presents a remarkable case ol evt-.Ureiy circuihirtantlal. Each link forged by thedvocnta apparently absolutely perfect. Everyyldehce from Which these links were madi lemed

il.at is,
.ntoi

ne icmaliitiig
tar of the Unit

A;.« thl
(II t e -T11 r of

n wnieh the rot
Alia, heil lo

e

te.i statei
looked t

the rear was ah "in.miedHwei rooms on>ni o| the l ".ons oil thew . h< >iii»,in mi s wereOlli o amp. The otherof "huhgj-out," whereBoth loom:, on i),,i upperhe guard, aim ti..pi 11,ere.
ne ol the oflli .-. it was> liirnbih eat h broker with

ol I \> 0 lid fill o ii SO thatISBloiwr, the doctor and theIkS OvC« I" seo thai they

were properly made out. tt was necessary only for themto attach their signatures.
After the substitute liait been asked a few perfunc¬tory questions by thu commissioner, that ottlcla) wouldattach littt signal are. returning the blanks to l!>e broker,who would then tuke the substitute before the doctorfor examination. If the examination n»s sntlsfnotory,the doctor would attach his signature, Then the brokerwould take the substitute before the provost, who wouldsign the blank. The provost would ask the substitutehow much money he was to receive, and the substitutewould state the amount that the broker had promised togive hint. The broker would count H the money andhand It to the provost, who. nftc: continuing the count,would tell tho sUbstltuto that he was 10 enter the armyIn place of Mr, -, who had been drafted, and thatas soon as lie reached his company, which would be Ina ftw days, the money would l>e handed to him. Theman was then tiirncd over to tile gi.ar,l and shown tothe guardroom, being now ready to be mustered lu.The money received by the provost was placed In alarge envelope and sealed, the name of the man beingwritten on the outside; and the envelope was kept, forsecurity, In a safe that stood by the side of the provost adesk. This Safe was a weak, antiquated affair, lockodwith a huge key; and as the key was far too cumber¬some to carry about In the pocket. It was kept In one ofthe drawers of the o!vsk. This drawer was invariablylocked. So far. however, as the security furnished byStich a safe is concerned, the m Ihey might just ua wellhavo boon kopt In the waBtepnper basket.The guard on duty consisted of a sergeant, a corporaland six privates, all under tie command of n secondlidnani; Every man of this guard was a Germanand belonged to a regiment that formed a part of thegarrison of the city. During the day only one guardwas on duty, but he was stationed directly at the doorof the provost s office. Hence, u w as absolutely impui-siblo to enter the office wlthoiit the guard s being cog¬nizant of the fact. At night two men were on duty, onein the yard and one inside the building.I shail now tell how I become Implicated In the rob¬bery, and how the robbery was carried out. To do thisIntelligibly, It will be necesjury to tell of my first ac¬quaintance with Boh Wright, a noted hotel tiilof. andtlte man who took the money from the safe.Bob enme to niy office several times, each time tell¬ing me that ,lu«t as soon as he could get an offer ofSlOno. he was p.'tng t" go out as n substitute. We hadseveral drinks together and. on one occasion, luncheon.It was on the day of the luncheon that he first mademention of the money at the provost's office, merely re¬marking, "1 wish I had the money that is kept In thatOffice.'' When next he (at:.,! to see mo. he said It wasi shame that so much money war. actually lying aroundloose; with no one to take it away. Continuing, he said;"What hi the matter With you and I doing the old gofer"tgofer is a burglar s name for snfei ''and making a bigtake? It can be done Just as easily as rolling off alog 1 told him that he had betlei let It ulone. for If.¦ guard caught him at It, thoy would almost certainlyhill him.

After he had left the otllce I thought tho matter over,and atne to the conclusion that perhaps he was tryinghie to see what 1 tho,gut about such things, but whatUs :e»so:i for doing so could bo I could not make out.Vet, strange as It might seem. I began to think, andcontinued to think, of that safe and Its contents, andut last, l.y a Hue of reasoning that did not originatetrriu the moral code, I wished that money were nnno,and became inquisitive as to how It could be removedfr- m the safe and deposited In my pocket. The problemthat 1 speculated upon was how the room could bocached without the intruder being seen by the guard.When next 1 saw Bob 1 'old him that I had con-
u that he had only been trying tne.for what pur¬pose I do nit knoWj «s it was evidently impossible tog«.t tiie money iui Of that safe. In reply he said: "You

uro wrong, an 1 tq convince you that you are wrong IWill tell you iidw the money con be got. All that has
to be don.- ;* to take the guard out for a glass of beerwhile the officials are at dinner, nnd during his nbsenco11.ut money will suddenly fly away." I caught his driftimmediately, f>.:- I knew from experience that any onoof the German guard would go for a beer at any time,duty or no duty, and many a glass had I given themftom time to time.

1 cannot inncmber at this distant date whether myconscience pricked me or not, hut if it did the stabs
were so minute tl.a: they produced no lasting sensation.When I had once determined that the money could bo
tiiK-n. and it; a way thai presented no obvious danger,1 resolved lo ,-eok for it. I crossed the Rubicon andentered the domain ol thievery, where I have remained
evet since,

W lien I told Hob that I would do my part, we nt
ence talked the matter over and came to the conclusionthat lie would try it the first r.tormy day; for on such
Oun'h few, if any. ioafen around, and business was cer¬
tain to be dull. The guard on duty at the door of the
otllce was a big, stolid; phlegmatic German; who but
seldom left 'he chali that was placed there for his ac¬
commodation. Ills nTst name was Kilts, and by this
name ho

_
was known to all having business ut tho

ontce. The guard carried no gun.only a bayonet as a
side arm.

At last ihn stormy day came. Snow had fallen and
ths strce'tfl were full Ul slush. By noon tho highways
....... .., ,, .. ribl'e .. ndil oh, being ankle deep with snow
änd Blush. We knew thai the waiting room was suru
to i.e deserted. Önlj a '.-v. brokers made their nppear-

.. .. Obh left, in fact, business was at an
absolute. Mtunclstlll.

tin this momentous day momentous, at least, In thelives of two inen the provost and myself), tho three."<r eiIs u.provosi ii iinmiaslonor and the surgeonI h, their habit, a few initiatesmal i' o'clock. Shortl Lt lorword I went In and. goingilirecl to 11/ ivho i. sittilig in the cnair. askod¦Vi,elbei the iplaii .. ... .n "No." said Frits, "ho haslust gone it. dinner.'.' After making a few comments, (he aloft. haul to him: "Come over andtifiiik Krti/ feeling cold, nnd was morewilling to accept i < ."'.nation; so we went over to
II ' iust°«s soon as wo h oi left the building Bob enteredwith a douh (skeleton koyj; opened theotllce door. lie iveni In, losed the door, locked it onlite In Ide,"unite ked Hie .:. k drawer with a small sko-Look out the ki uf the safe, opened I he safe,removed I In mtil'.ej .< n locked the sale, lue desklind ibe oih door, id live minutes after Kilt* hadcoli« OUI v\r|i me " :. was completed. 1 koll hint,..,i ii i. m hull a :. i then returned w ith him toni.tine I passing Into the walling room and he nit-t.n, down in his chair, Remaining a few minutes. I(I and wem back to ihe i.e.r saloon. Bob wns thore,,,,d sa 1<1 li is nil M. i havo the dust, come onV Ue'went dlrcetl; ind to my office, burned the

., anil nut. it over Stono In monoy. Bobwished me goodby, film;' me that he was going to;s home hi .lefferaonvl . lud. 1 look my share to the,.; i, ,:.! there "planted it (that Is, hid In, and theni. irned to tin ( |ho provost to await develop¬ments.
The provost but returned from dinner, but, owing tothe »tonn, very few i'l Itnd the building. There was noin ie I. ess whatever that afternoon I expoclodm ins moment to hear il.e alarm given, but a .littleafter i o'clock he came out and said he was going home.

and. 1 wo* oonvinced taut ho had not yet disco. «rM

Anxious to be jireecht when, t: » discovery was made,I wan on hand early tlx? next morning, being amongthe Hrei arrivals. As usual, I sauntered into the watt¬ing room arid began to lead the morning paper. The
provost arrived at tils arciistothcd time, so did the com¬missioner an 80 ,'id ti e surgeon. A*, about 10 o'clock abrcker came In, bringing uith him a negro substitute..'Now." 1 thought, . the provost will be sure to sing thenews."

About ten minutes after the broker had finished hisbusiness with the provost, that official rame out andtool the guard ut the door t send the lieutenant Imme¬diately to him. Hit the lieutenant was not In his quar¬ters and Could not be found. This the guaul reported.The provost .hen sent for both the commissioner andthe surgeon, and a few minutes later they came out oftlto room on n run. The sergeant and the corporal wereIben summoned; and the lieutenant, having In the mean¬time arrived, went to thtt office, as lie usually did. butremained there only a few minutes. At this time an¬
other substitute was brought Iii. but the guard informedHie broker that something important had happened andthat lie would have to wait.

Such cdndut t was so unusual that it excited com¬
ment among those gathered tn the watting room, and
all were anxious to know what had happened. At !«¦".the commissioner told the broker that the ofHc« hadbeen robbed and that no business would be done that
day. A few minutes later the sergeant and the eor-
poial ordered every one out and closed the doora.

The story of the robbery spread rapidly, and. as I

'Wc counted out over $1000 in money"

was more than anxious id glean any possible Item of
news, l hung around Lite building, as did several other*.Hut no news eamo. The afternoon papers merely men¬tioned the robbery, but thel bad been unable to ootuin
di tails, as access lo the building had been denied to
evi ry In iuiror.

The following morning the accounts were fuller, t die
paper declared thai Iii«' umour.t taken ...is JPu-h). onthe second morning after the robbery the Office was
again opened for business, hu: the provost bad been re¬
placed by an official from headquarters pending the ln-
*' "a? ''this 'point began the circumstantial evidence that
pointed to the wrong man wllh apparently unerring .er-
talnty On the dav .after the robbery, after the olire

"In five minutes after Frit7 had p-ona
out with me the job was complete"

bad been rlot-cd. the provost. In tho presence of the
commissioner, tho surgeon, the lieutenant of tbu guard
and the chief of the government detectives, had sum¬
moned before hint the sergeant, the corporal and theindividual members of the guard. Each of these trna
subjected to a searching examination, but each dei !,ir,.<l
in the most positive manner that no one had entered)
the ofll u' :le he was on guard, so nothing whatever
v. ms gleaned from ttitr examination- After ten days' In¬
vest gallon the chief of the government detective*
handed in his report to the general commanding the de-
; irtincnt. Upon the strength of this report the provost
was nrri ted and placed In confinement, and there he
remained for a month until brought before a court-mar-

fc"TOm the testimony presented to the court It was
shown that on the day the money was supposed to havfi
been taken (that following the one on which tha crime
was really committed), no one could by any possibility
have had access to the office. Each member of the
guard had been examined on three different occasions,
and each time had sworn that no one had entered the
olflce during his time of duty. It was positively proved
thai no ore- could have entered the office through tha
only window in tho room, because both sashes were
still heavily coated with dirt and dust; It was also
proved that each mem per of the guard had been placed
under < lose surveillance, but none hud given evidence
of having had any money. In fact, all were rather
deeply in riebt. The provost was forced to acknowledge
ihHt he had been guilty of criminal carelessness In al¬
lowing the Key of the safe to remain in the office dur¬
ing hl» absence, his only excus,. being that it was too
cumbersome to carry about In the pocket; and that
when he went out to dine, a soldier always guardedthe door.

The tirst line of argument advanced by the defense
was that during the day some one had secreted him¬
self in the building, had committed the robbery duringthe night, and had left the building after it had been
opened in the morning; but the government clearly
showed that the stairway had been partitioned in,
veer to prevent any one from going upstairs. In fact,the only possible manner in which the upper part of

the house could be reached was by way of tha
pri t lusly mentioned back building, and by passingthrough the room occupied by the lieutenant as sleep¬
ing quarters, it was also shown by testimony that
tiiei,. was nothing of any value to steal In any of those
rooms. The office of the commissioner and tnat of the
physician contained nothing but a few < onTmonchairs and pine tables. There was nothing behind
which or under which a person might hide, and both
the doors were left Wide open. Uolh the sergeant undthe corporal sworo that when cither of tlieni wuj
.-.bout to closo the front door at night, he always ex-
amined theso rooms and also tho waiting-room, to
see that every one had gone out.

Next, the defense contended that the robbery had
been committed by one of tho guards, who had I.u
astute enough to h'ido the money und keep Iiis mouth
shut, but this theory was rebutted by thu govern¬ment's clear)) provlns that each of the guards hadbeen honest all Iiis life, and each had been underStrict surveillance since the robbery. Strongly intheir favor, also, was the sensible and direct way inWhich they had met nil tins questions propound, Inthe examinations. In fact, all tile circumstancesseemed to precludo the possibility ihat any one ofthem had been connected, directly or Indirectly, withthe robbery; and ibis was the opinion of very de¬tective that had been placed on the caseAfter Ion ini; heard the evidence, the court martialunhesitatingly brought in a verdict of guilty, toii was attached a sentence of ten years. Thisset icucc was confirmed by tho authorities, ami thaAlbany Penitentiary was selected as tue place of In¬carceration. There the unfortunate, provost was taken,,-,1 then- he rcliialncil until rcleusi by tie- llrst am¬nesty proclamation of President Andrew Johnson,Aftei lb finding and sonlence ,.i the iou it-mar¬tial had been approved ami promulgated, felt tu atcase, unhappy, and sad at heart; because 1 realizedthat through this step in crime 1 had become tue,,-:.t by ivTilch tin Innoconl man ir.nl been tukou fromhis family, disgraced, and confined in the PonttentInry,if. i«y returning tin- money, together with a swornstatement ol the exact manner in which the robberyhad boeti accomplished, I could have released thoprovost, I would gladly have followed out that linnof action; but if I had pursued this com--,., it wo,i|,|ha vi- Ijfcon looked upon as a clover ruse on tho partof one of the friends of the provost. Morortvor, thegovernment Would have retained the prisoner, andWould have arrested nie. To have delivered myselfup was out of the question; for to have don,. sqwould have placed mi- in tin- power of ilioci who, inthe beCullar circumstances, would hnvt shown nie as,little mercy as a rattlesnake show? t<, its victimTherefore, I did nothing,

In the next chapter, I shall tell of my fust Intro,duction to "Society" thai Is. to the Crooks of NowYork city), and how I beeamo n hotel thief and «pick pookot.
(CONTINUED NEXT BUNDAT.)


